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“A school community where learning is personalized and success is ensured” 

 

Madeira Parents: 
Parent engagement and support has been a hallmark of our Madeira school district for many, many 
decades.  Never have we needed our parents to stand with us more than now in this time of remote 
learning and school closures and stay-at-home orders.  We appreciate all that you are juggling as we try to 
figure out how best to operate in the 4th quarter of our school year from a distance. 
 
We're continuing to make adjustments as we figure things out with many more questions than the answers 
we would like to provide.  Surveys to students have gone out in Grades 5-12 asking them about how it's 
going, what's going well, and what might make it better.  There are many questions that you might have as 
parents as well.  We are inviting you to take a quick 3-5 minute survey and pose those questions at ASK A 
QUESTION so that we can organize a parent FAQ as well as gather any other helpful suggestions that you 
might have.  As you have no doubt seen or heard in Governor Mike DeWine's comments, "We are all in 
this together" has become more than just a tagline for schools all across Ohio as we work to help every 
student through remote learning. 
 
Among the myriad of details we're grappling with, there may be some who are wondering about what 
teacher learning targets will be presented in this 4th quarter of our school year and how those will be 
assessed.  Amidst this world-wide pandemic, as a team our teachers we will be emphasizing "connection 
over content" and "grace over grades" as we go through this remote learning experience.  
 
"Connection over Content" - Content and learning targets will no doubt need to be modified and 
adjusted, courses abbreviated, and learning gaps or lessons that might be missed in this 4th quarter will be 
identified and reintroduced next school year.  It would be our goal to have connection with your kids 
through remote meetings / calls and check-ins while providing manageable learning assignments and 
expectations. 
 
"Grace over Grades" - As far as assessment, our team will be sharing in the coming days that in these 
times, with so many students and their families in different places and worlds turned upside down, that 
traditional grading may need to be adapted and adjusted.  Our hope is that during this 4th quarter all 
students do their best to engage with remote learning as well as their personal situation allows. 
 
Building principals will be sending out more details on what all of this means for each of our grade levels as 
we work remotely until at least through May 1st.  Understanding these two themes will also be helpful 
should there be a decision that returning to our school year is not possible and we wrap up our school year 
remotely.  As a reminder, additional information is available at Madeira City Schools Coronavirus Updates. 
 
As we walk through this difficult chapter in our nation's history and in our little world of Madeira, we cannot 
thank you enough for your support, your patience, and your positive words of encouragement to 
your kids.  Our staff is committed more than ever to do what we can to continue to make Madeira a great 
place for kids.   
 
Kenji Matsudo, Superintendent 
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